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Four Cardinals signed this letter plus the members of the Executive Committee of the American
Hierarchy. At the end of their meeting, they announced the following declaration of the Church of
Silence behind the Iron Curtain: “We the Bishops of the United States cannot adjourn our meeting
without expressing our protest against your persecution and not sending to all of you who are suffering
our warm words of cheer.

A year ago our thoughts went out to those who were suffering for a long time and were being
severely tried in Eastern Europe. Today, we add the nation of Vietnam and its neighboring people who
have just become a sacrifice of defeat and now find themselves in the face of persecution that is well-
known in the church of Christ.

We can’t end this meeting carried out in the full freedom of our beloved country without
expressing an invitation to everyone who loves justice and despises wickedness to unite with us in
prayer and protest; in prayer for the suffering in protest against the abuse of authority.

We can’t be that blind as to imagine that Europe or Asia are exceptions. Rather, it seems that
there exists a master plan of oppression planned on a world scale. In this plan, we, here in America, are
included as the next stage, just like others have been taken over and now remain in this brutal reality.

This reality shows that people find themselves in prison that characters are broken, that families
live in constant fear or are broken apart, and nations find themselves under threat or already are under
direct attack. This reality says that such pressure is an attempt to destroy the people’s faith in God it is
an attempt to tear man away from the Savior and the Church.

Therefore we offer fervent prayers that God may curb that tyrant and soften the distress of the
suffering. We beg our Catholic people to highly value the blessing of freedom which they enjoy and to
pray for those who either already lost their freedom or they now find themselves in danger of losing it.

We call upon our neighbors, everyone, without exception in the United States, who respect and
value the heritage of our freedom that we may all, with the help of unanimous prayer, a sensible
sympathy and action or as much of such an action as lies within our power, would lift up the spirit of
those who bear physical and spiritual tortures and that the power of God would quickly restore peace
and justice to them which their souls desire and which their nature demands.”

With this protest against the persecution of the faithful the Bishops end their pastoral letter. |
purposely included this letter for you because | know that some people wonder that | put so much time
into these radio talks.

| believe, because faith is a treasure. Faith is a grace; faith is a gift that is never properly
appreciated. How changeable are the paths of a person’s life everyone must admit this. Just think, what
didn’t you go through in the 30, 40, 50 or 60 years of your life?

There were days of success, happiness and joy. There was a serene and sunny time, but there
were also days of adversity, misfortune and sadness. There was a time that was grey, overcast and dark.
There were sufferings, troubles, sickness and death.
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And in those times of sadness, suffering and worries what gave you the will, the courage and the
strength? What cheered you and strengthened you - Faith that there is above you a merciful and caring
God. Then you knelt and you surrendered yourself into the hands of Divine Providence. Faith came to
your aid. Faith was for you the source of happiness, the source of peace, the source of energy in your
battle with difficulties, problems and misfortunes. It is thanks to faith that you did not break down.

If you meet a Polish man or Polish woman who had been sent to Siberia, or had been put into a
concentration camp ask them what kept them balanced, what strengthened them spiritually, that
looking at the savage farmhands wearing swastikas and how they tormented the defenseless people,
who did not break down, but endured insults and humiliations and your will hear the unanimous answer
that FAITH caused that. And those who were killed, they died with a prayer on their lips.

Faith cannot do any person any harm or wrong and it doesn’t. On the contrary, it does him good
both in soul and in body. Faith has given us countless heroes of virtue who inspire admiration and
worship not only in believers but also in unbelievers.

Till this day, heretics who are admirers of our St. Francis travel to Assisi in order to become
imbued with the spirit of the Poor Man of Assisi as they humbly kneel at his grave in the lower church.
And about the servant of God, our Father Maximilian Kolbe, who died of hunger in a bunker in
Auschwitz, the degenerate SS men said: “We have never seen anyone like him; he must be an unusual

person!”

Nothing other than faith not only induces, but directly forces thousands and thousands of noble,
generous souls who leave everything that man holds near and dear, his family and comforts and they
sacrifice their lives in the heavy, difficult work of bettering and ennobling themselves and to the
alleviating the sufferings and the misery of people in hospitals, orphanages, shelters, Homes of the Good
Shepherd, Institutions of Correction and schools or to the announcing of the laws of God in countries
that are still wild and cannibalistic.

Listen to what an old Russian officer who had been an unbeliever for many years and after his
conversion entered a monastic order, now says. These are his words: “Like every creature, | too, was
looking for happiness, | desired it and | tried to appease this desire with whatever | could but it was in
vain.

| was tearing at myself, | was pouring out my soul, | was squandering her upon creatures. Yes, |
was searching for happiness and | was searching for it in learning, in worldly amusements, in innocent
and sinful pastimes, and | didn’t find it because | never looked there where | should have looked. | felt
ashamed and unhappy. My conscience tormented me. There were moments when | considered taking
my own life.

But today, Lord, when | possess You what could | be lacking? Laugh at my faith, you who do not
believe. | advise you instead to beg God that He may help you to recognize the truth that you need and
the happiness for which you yearn. Beg Him in fervent prayer and strive to become better, more
humble, and | promise you that you too will be happy.
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As for me, | testify that that satisfaction of the heart that happiness that is so quiet, so serene,
an undisturbed happiness even in moments of suffering and the greatest pain | owe to faith and prayer.”

The teachings of Christ, our faith, of necessity exert an ennobling uplifting and sanctifying
influence on a person. There is no better more certain or easier way to become virtuous, noble and
good than to adapt our lives to the lessons of faith.

Just the very appearance of our Savior is the world in the stable of Bethlehem, in the midst of
poor shepherds, in poverty and mortification, agrees with the fate of a great majority of peoples teaches
them satisfaction with a little patience, endurance of hunger, desire and opposition; in the eyes of the
world it raises the meaning of poverty, adversity and misery and takes into its care the weak, oppressed
and the persecuted.

Later, those 30 years in the solitude of the house at Nazareth in the midst of ordinary
occupations, at work in perspiration and obedience. It suffices to believe that just as the Son of God was
hidden, worked and obeyed, so we too, should not excuse ourselves from work nor complain about our
lowly position in life nor refuse our obedience to our parents and rightful authorities. What a convincing
force that thought contains in itself in the resolution of various difficulties in society.

Finally, that death of the Savior, a death that was unbelievably cruel and unbelievably painful;
that death that moved the conscience and heart of even such a liberal as was Rousseau, when he wrote
that “the death of the pagan Socrates, was the death of a wise man, but the death of Christ that was the
death of the true God.”

The Son of God, Christ is dying and He forgives His executioners and hangmen. He dies in
majestic peace absorbed with the thought of fulfilling the will of God the Father and concern about our
salvation. Up to His last breath He teaches us submission to the Will of God, self-denial, patience,
humility, obedience and self-dedication out of love for God and people.

Can faith which teaches a person all these things harm a person? Can it do harm to a person?
Can it make a person unhappy? This is what Lavater, a pastor, poet and Protestant scholar in Switzerland
wrote to one of his friends: “I am filled with the deepest respect for the Catholic Church as to an edifice
in which ancient and authentic documents are preserved. It rests on an immovable foundation and in its
moral harmony it is so beautiful that | cannot admire it enough.

If this edifice should collapse all church life in Christianity would stop with it. Consequently, |
consider a Catholic who lives according to his faith as a person from all of mankind who is most worthy
of respect and who is the happiest.”

Does it pay to believe? Is it worth believing? It suffices for us to recall how much harm
unrestrained passions, drunkenness and gluttony do to the body and the soul; or how society is harmed
by the uncontrolled ambitions, jealousy, pride and the greed of individuals; or the harm done to families
due to brusqueness, impatience or an uncompromising attitude which leads to fault-finding, discord,
separation and divorce. Often it even ends with suicide and murder.




image9.jpeg
All of these personal, society and family abuses are severely and unyieldingly forbidden and
prohibited by FAITH. Is it worth being a believer? You can squirm as much as you want, explain it as you
please, but you must admit that it is worth it for by believing you lose nothing but you gain a lot.

Faith will help you to gain control of your passions; become capable of sacrifices and dedication;
have peace of conscience, character, have love of neighbor and be a person who is sober, reasonable,
temperate, kind, hard-working and honest. Faith will help you most efficiently.

It is not only good to die in the Catholic faith, but it is good to live in this faith because this faith
keeps us from sin in this life and assures us of happiness on earth.
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January 16, 1955
| greet all of you my fellow country-men with the greeting, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

Very often you hear the word materialism, in homilies as well as in Catholic writings. From the
pulpit we hear complaints of the harm that is done by materialism. Catholic writings warn people who
are believers about the cursedness of materialism which day after day traces an ever widening circle
thus gaining constantly more followers for it promises to give man in entirety everything that is possible
to make his life in this world more pleasant and more comfortable.

| repeat, materialism promises everything, but it all ends with these promises, because in reality,
the mind darkens, the will weakens, the conscience deafens, the heart hardens and the soul is paralyzed
and incapacitated. It robs an intelligent person of everything that makes him different from and above
earthly animals and draws him close to the angels.

Therefore, what is the best way to explain the meaning of materialism in simple and easily
understood words? In general, materialism means an indifference to spiritual matters and being
excessively preoccupied with the comforts and pleasures of life. It is a dedication of oneself solely to the
worries about the well-being of the body to the discredit and detriment for all higher principles, ideals
and pursuits; it is the denial of the spirit.

Materialism, according to one of the chief apostles and one of the promoters of this system
reconciling religion and man in God has as its main purpose to ruin and destroy whatever is left of
religion. In their blindness, they are not particular at all about their means. The apostles of this wicked,
degrading system can be compared to the huge poisonous spiders which set their snares for
inconsiderate and credulous sacrifices and they collect an abundant harvest.

Now listen to what a certain student wrote to me in the month of October: “Already in the first
lectures at the university, | sensed something contagious in the air. Soon on of the professors, speaking
about the origin of man said, ‘Among other things, there’s a fairy tale in which many people believe that
some invisible being, some sort of invisible, powerful person created man. Meanwhile, science states

”m

that man is only an ordinary animal that is just a little more perfect.

Another professor scoffed at eternity. He argued, by saying: “Every person makes his own
heaven or hell here on earth because with death everything ends. If here he has enough resources to
satisfy all of the desires of his heart then he has heaven. If he has to constrain himself, deny himself
certain things that make him dissatisfied, it causes him sadness. Such a person has hell! They talk to us
about mortification — why? They preach to us about morality; that which gives me satisfaction and
benefits me is moral and permitted.”

This student ends by saying, “Father, | am thinking of dropping any further studies. | am afraid
that listening to such materialistic professors, | will imbibe that poison and will lose my faith. | prefer to
be a simple was-woman but a believer rather than become a lawyer but an unbeliever.”

From this to our radio talk that is entitled:
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MATERIALISM OR FAITH

On Saturday, November 20, 1954 the annual Conference of the Catholic Bishops of America
came to an end. As an outcome of their deliberations, the Bishops of the United States issued the
following pastoral letter.

“We convey our greetings and our blessings to you with confidence and with deep anxiety. Our
confidence lies in the blessings of Christ and His Church. Our anxiety flows from the fact that millions of
souls have already been thrown under this terrible tyranny. This tyranny threatens the ruin of our own
country just as it has already attacked the culture of others. This tyranny is atheistic materialism,
regardless of whether it manifests itself in Communism or in Godless humanism.

The battle persists. If our nation is to avoid the fate of Poland and China, Yugoslavia and
Hungary and of so many others, if we are to remain as a free Christian nation, we must have a sharp eye
and we must be strong. The blind and the weak fall into a trap.

Above all else we must recognize the enemy, what he is and what he’s like essentially. Some
imagine this enemy as a political state or a group of states, or only as an economic system. The vision of
the soul gives a better understanding of the state of things.

The enemy is atheistic materialism, regardless of whether it has entrenched itself into the
organism of a foreign country or whether it had taken root in one of our own institutions. This is godless
materialism which is trying to ruin us. This is a true enemy.

Subsequently, we must be strong. Certainly, material force is absolutely necessary. Its suitable
organization and its distribution are greatly needed. But material force, just like physical sight is not
enough. Our nation must direct itself to the heights of spiritual forces.

Our huge material resources and our unsurpassed technology will be of no benefit to us unless
we will be grounded in faith, which gives purpose to our activities, unless we will be strong in morality
which forms discipline and courage.

The real strength of a Christian nation lies in God’s power, surpassing all armed forces.
Unfortunately, in our past times, our movement away from God and from a spiritual and supernatural
grasp of life has seriously weakened our country. True, in the last few years we have noted a growth in
the membership of our churches. However, in the presence of other signs, it is worth seeking the true
meaning of such statistics.

One seeks in vain the corresponding saving growth of the influence of religion on the life of the
nation. In reality, the direction of public and private morality is instead headed downward. In practice, a
very disturbing sign in the omission of God’s teaching and the laws of God.

Must we attach examples of growing faults and abnormalities in family life, the debauched use
of life which leads from the control of families to divorces, from broken families to the broke lives of
young criminals? Do we have to add as proof the horrifying spread of indecent literature along with the
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present low level of such a great section of public recreation? This doesn’t mean that the existence of
God is denied distinctly or generally.

Rather, many people just ignore God and His laws, losing themselves in the material world
which God had created. A decisive retreat from God is not yet seen. However, there is an excessive
interest in created things. Such a form of materialism manifests itself as secularism in politics and in
government, as greed in business and in competitions and as driven in his personal life and in mutual
circumstances.

Here, can’t we apply our God as complaining through the lips of the prophet Isaiah: “This people
honors Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me. But they praise Me in vain, teaching the
lessons and commandments of people. Having abandoned the commandments of God, they hold on to
human laws.”

Materialism caused the weakening of the effect of religion on American life; a confusion in
understanding and a certain kind of paralysis of the will of the nation were the unavoidable results of
this fall. Here, therefore, we have the source of that weakness which is the cause of such great anxiety
of people of good will.

Unless we check this moral fall, unless we resist this invasion of materialism into the family
hearth, we will not succeed, as history clearly testifies, in making a stand against the enemy externally.

Materialism is a real enemy for us in the home just as it is in the wide world. It does not vary
much in its external showings. The difference lies in its tension. It is mortally dangerous for America. The
road of materialism and of the body is the road of death. The path of God and the spirit is the route of
life.

If we want to have life, we must renew and confirm our faith in God and in Christ. We must
again cling to the Christian Code of Morality which is the signpost of American life in its purest and best
form.

We need faith, above all, faith in God and in the Son Whom He sent, Jesus Christ. Faith is the basis of
human life. But let us have a clear understanding of what we understand by that wonderful word. Faith
is not only a feeling. Neither is it a misty feeling of respect towards good and beautiful, nor is it an
astonishment in the presence of its mystery.

Faith has to do with knowledge, not with sentiment. It is a knowledge in the highest and most
beautiful form. Faith is an act of the mind through which, under the influence of grace and based on the
authority of God we accept the truths revealed by Him. Through faith we recognize. Faith is the key to
the highest and most noble knowledge.

Through faith we rise above earthly and temporal things and we perceive heavenly and eternal
things. From this privileged point we embrace with our eye the horizon of earthly life, from the
beginning to the end, and we discover this truth, that God is our beginning and our end. With the help of
faith we pierce the barriers of nature and arrive at the supernatural vision of grace.
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How false is the understanding of those who judge that faith is nothing more than a pious
emotion. It is exactly the opposite. It is the most certain of all forms of recognition. It is the word if Him
Who knows without mistake, and speaks in truth since He cannot cheat nor be led into error. God
Himself is the Revelation and the guarantee of the truths of Faith.

Let us also have a clear understanding when we pronounce the Holy Name of God. Those who
obscured that understanding also falsified the miracle that is God. The fearful who retreat before real
truth cannot understand the majesty of pure being, of infinite existence as is God.

Aiming to explain the hidden laws of nature, shallow man babbles about some sort of unclear
spirit of the world, of the force of some sort of supposed mind, and so on. Reality is unspeakably
greater, warmer, more sublime, more refreshing and exerting a much greater influence on our lives.

God exists, God is an independent, perfect existence He is a personal, all-knowing, almighty, the
best, the most just, the holiest. God is unchanging, eternal and infinite. He is One God in three Divine
Persons. He created man innocent and holy. He redeemed the human race after the fall into sin. He
sanctifies us. He is our beginning and our final goal. He loves us as a Father with a tender love and in
exchange He desires our child-like love. He gave us His Son for our brother. With a love that exceeded
every love, our brother lay down His life in order to grant us eternal life.

Here lies the answer to our questions; here is the satisfaction of all of our needs. The goal of
human life can be condensed into three bright premises which define our situation with God. We were
created to know Him, to love Him and to serve Him; we were created by Him and for Him; we will not
find rest until we rest in Him. He is the fulfillment of all of our desires — truth, goodness and beauty.

Here is the Beginning and the End, the point of our departure and the goal of our destination.
He is our only hope for happiness. The most perfect revelation of God to man was accomplished in His
Son, Jesus Christ. He is the Emmanuel — God with us.

Just as the Creator introduced light and order into the eternal chaos at the beginning of
creation, in the same way His Divine Son returned light and order to the world which was drowning in
error and wickedness.

The mission of Christ completes the previous partial revelation of God and introduces the world
into the Christian era, the epoch of Christ. With the sign of the cross Christ conquers paganism which
had held the people in slavery. He directs the steps of a person to the heights of faith, hope and charity;
to the heights of happiness through one’s conformity with God, with one’s neighbor and with one’s own
self.

Jesus Christ returned meaning, purpose and love to the life of people. He has warmed and
enlightened our lives which had been previously cold and dark. He has saved man from the wild
blundering and from the black despair of the present times of atheistic materialism. In our time of new
paganism, we Christians are able to triumph again in the sign of that same cross of Christ.
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Christ is a prophet and a teacher in whose lessons are truths that are the inspiration and the
alleviation of human souls. He speaks to us with power and authority. He has the words of everlasting
life. Christ is priest and mediator. He is the Great Appeasement. It was His offering that redeemed us
from our sins. The cross on Calvary represents that great Love that for centuries has drawn people to
Christ — that Love through which He gave His life for His friends.

Christ is King, the Lord of heaven and earth and His Kingdom will never end. He is the Law-Giver
Who made up the Code of Behavior which binds everyone in conscience. He is the Judge, merciful and
just, Who rewards the good and punishes the evil. He is the Ruler whose strong arm reaches from end to
end and who rules well in all matters. It is only from Him that rulers receive the right to rule.

He is the King of Kings, homage and obedience, order and discipline and filial love. This is what
He demands from His subjects. But, in exchange, He gives them the love of His Father and His dwelling, a
treasure of grace and unequalled peace of soul.

Truly, to serve Jesus is to rule. This is what we understand by the word faith. It is the truth about
God and Jesus Christ. That is why we repeat endlessly that God and His Christ answer all of our problems
and give us solutions for all of our difficulties.

Those who have never known the Christian religion or who do not know it completely as it is
taught by the Catholic Church, should now turn to it and check its credibility and its authenticity. It is the
answer to their searching.

The western world with its law of love of neighbor and its humanitarian culture is the result of
this faith in God and in His Son, Jesus Christ. In its full bloom, our civilization was the most beautiful
efflorescence of the Catholic faith.

Today, when the West declined from its primary greatness, we admit that it happened for this
reason that so many had fallen away from faith or had denaturalized faith by watering it down and by
compromise. We had fallen before the gods of body and gold. It wasn’t the true faith that misled us. We
ourselves proved to be faithless.

Weak and shaky Christianity, partial and maimed Christianity, serving God and the spirit only
with lips but in practice, given over to man and material things, will never be victorious in a debate with
total decisive materialism. If our nation is to survive, it must regain and renew its Christian faith.

It is only here that we can find the means to end this present confusion — strength instead of
weaknesses, as well as a dynamic zeal in overcoming life’s difficulties; the upward flight and a strong
impulse to a death or life fight against the totally materialistic enemy.

In the sign of the cross of Christ, our forefathers in faith conquered the old paganism and gave
the people the Golden Eras of Christianity. We, in our times, will overcome modern paganism — atheistic
materialism — with the same triumphant sign.




